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SECRET ASMARA 0350 

(FOR STATE ADDEES - CONGEN ASMARA DISPENSING WITH MCN'S) 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AMER 

SUBJECT: CLOSURE OE CONGEN ASMARA 

1 . AT 1030 HOURS LOCAL 1 MET WITH ATO MENGESHA AND THE FULL 
EPMG COMMITTEE ON TURNOVER OE KAGNEW AND THE CONGEN. THE 
ATMOSPHERE WAS SOMEWHAT MORE RELAXED THAN EARLIER, BUT THE EPMG 
OFEICIALS CLEARLY KNOW THEY HAVE THE ADVANTAGE AND ARE APPLYING 
PRESSURE TO IMPOSE THEIR WILL ON US. 

2. THERE ARE TO BE NO RESTRICTIONS ON THE FREE MOVEMENT OF CONGEN 
STAFF IN ASMARA. MENGESHA AGREED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD ABIDE 
BY THE VIENNA CONVENTION AND INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE ON THE IN- 
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VIOLABILITY OF THE CONGEN PREMISES. 

3. CONCERNING THE LOCAL EMPLOYEES, I SAID WE WOULD ATTEMPT TO 
SETTLE ALL SEVERANCE AND BENEFIT QUESTIONS WITHIN THE TIME PER- 
MITTED YS BY THE EPMG, BUT THAT IP IT WAS NOT ALL RESOLVED WE 
WOULD LEAVE IT TO THE EMBASSY TO RESOLVE. THIS WAS ACCEPTABLE 
TO HIM. 
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4. AT THIS POINT I MADE TWO REQUESTS: (1) THAT THE CONGEN BE 
PERMITTED TO SEND BY UNCLASSIEIED POUCH ALL ACTIVE EILES CONCERN- 
ING CONSULAR, EINANCE, PERSONNEL AND CLAIMS MATTERS, AND (2) 

TO AIR POUCH "OEEICE EQUIPMENT " TO INCLUDE TYPEWRITERS, XEROX 
MACHINES, AND RADIOS (UNSPECIFIED). MENGESHA SAID HE WOULD CHECK 
WITH THE CHILE ADMINISTRATOR AND GET BACK TO ME. 

5. THIS LATTER IS A VITAL POINT. IP MENGESHA GIVES US A NEGATIVE 
ON THE LATTER REQUEST, WE WILL KNOW THAT NO REPEAT NO CRYPTO 
EQUIPMENT WILL BE SHIPPED OUT PROM THE CONGEN. IP HE GIVES AN 
APFIRMATIVE, WE WILL AGAIN REVIEW THE POSSIBILITY OF SANITIZING 
THE CRYPTO COMMO GEAR AND ATTEMPTING TO TAKE IT WITH US IN THE 
AIR LIPT. AS A GENERAL PRINCIPAL I INTEND TO POLLOW IN THIS CLOSURE 
OPERATION IS: NO EQUIPMENT WHICH CAN BE COMPROMISED IF THE EPMG 
GOES BACK ON ITS PROMISES AND DEMANDS INSPECTION, AND NO EQUIPMENT 
(SUCH AS SMALL ARMS, AMMUNITION OR LARGE SUMS OP MONEY), THE 
REVELATION OP WHICH WILL JEOPARDIZE THE PERSONAL SAPETY OF ANY 
AMERICAN, WILL BE REMOVED PROM THE CONGEN. THEREPORE, AT THE 
PRESENT TIME WE ARE PLANNING TO RENDER UNUSEABLE ALL SMALL ARMS 
IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OP THE LAST DAY, PRESUMABLY APRIL 27, 

AND DROP THE PARTS AND AMMUNITION IN EITHER A WELL OR CESSPOOL. 

ON COMMO, WE WILL RETAIN A SECURE CIRCUIT UNTIL MID-MORNING 
APRIL 27 AND THEN SHIFT TO HF. IF THERE ARE ANY INDICATIONS THAT 
THERE WILL BE A FORCEPUL INTRUSION BEPORE THAT TIME WE WILL, 

OP COURSE, DESTROY IMMEDIATELY. 

6. RE PERSONAL EPFECTS OP CONGEN STAPF, MENGESHA INSISTED THAT CONGEN 
COMPLY WITH SAME PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED AT KAGNEW, ALL PERSONAL 
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EFFECTS ARE TO BE INSPECTED BY A CUSTOMS OPPICIAL PRIOR TO THEIR 
BEING CLEARED POR SHIPMENT. WHILE THIS VIOLATES OUR RIGHTS AND 
IMMUNITIES, I AM NOT INCLINED TO EDUCATE THESE LOCAL OPPICIALS 
ON DIPLOMATIC NICEITIES FROM THIS VANTAGE POINT. IP DEPT OR 
EMBASSY BELIEVE IT WORTHWHILE TO PROTEST, PLEASE ADVISE. 

7. POLLOWING THE MEETING, MENGESHA AND HIS DELEGATION REQUESTED 
A BRIEP TOUR OP THE CONGEN. THIS WAS ACCOMPLISHED IN A VERY PASSING 
PASHION AND THE PACT THAT WE HAVE A COMMO ROOM NEVER CAME TO THEIR 
ATTENTION. 

8. JUST PRIOR TO DEPARTING THE COMPOUND, MENGESHA SAID THAT PROM 
THIS POINT ON, ONLY PERSONAL EFPECTS WILL BE PERMITTED TO LEAVE 
THE CONGEN. IMMEDIATELY THERE WERE PROBLEMS AS THE EPMG 
"FATHER FIGHTER" GUARDS WHO HAVE BEEN ON THE COMPOUND POR 
MONTHS, PREVENTED AN FSL PROM TAKING PACKING EQUIPMENT FROM THE 
COMPOUND TO PACK MY EPPECTS. A CALL TO THE DIRECTOR APPEARS TO HAVE 
RESOLVED THE PROBLEM POR THE MOMENT. 

WAUCHOPE 
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